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Unit 3


Read the following text.  Once you have done answer these questions.
Any plant can be considered a weed when it is growing where it is not wanted. This is a very broad definition, but consider the following problems caused by weeds.
Weeds can harm desirable plants by: 

· releasing toxins in the soil which inhibit the growth of desirable plants.

· contaminating the product at harvest.
· competing for water, nutrients, light, and space.

· harboring pest insects, mites, vertebrates, or plant disease agents.

Weeds may become pests in water by: 

· hindering fish growth and reproduction.

· increasing mosquito reproduction.

· hindering boating, fishing, and swimming.

· clogging irrigation ditches, drainage ditches, and channels.

Weeds are dangerous and undesirable on rights-of-way because they: 

· block vision, road signs, and crossroads.

· increase road maintenance costs.

Plant Development Stages
After a plant seed has germinated, development can be separated into four stages:

· seedling - very small, very vulnerable plantlets.

· vegetative - rapid growth, root stems, and foliage produced. Nutrients and water move rapidly throughout the plant.

· seed production - becomes the priority for energy use. Water and nutrient uptake are slow and directed to flower, fruit, and seed production.

· maturity - movement of water and nutrients slow down, energy production is low.

Duration of the Weed
Annuals. Plants that grow from seed, mature, and produce seed for the next generation in one year or less are called annuals. This group has many grass-like weeds  and broadleaved  members. 


Biennials. These plants have a two-year life cycle. During the first year, they grow from seed and develop a heavy root and compact cluster of leaves (called a rosette). During the second year, they mature, produce seed, and die. 
Perennials. When plants live more than two years they are called perennials. Perennials may mature and reproduce in the first year, but they will repeat the cycle for several years or maybe indefinitely. Some perennial plants die back each winter. Others, such as trees, may lose their leaves but do not die back. Most perennials grow from seed and many produce tubers, bulbs, rhizomes (below-ground root-like stems), or stolons (above-ground stems that produce roots).

EXERCISES
1. Look up in the dictionary the translation of the words in bold. Write them in your notebook.
2. Find out the difference between a rhizome and a stolon.
3. Fill up the table
	Annual
	Biennal
	Perennial

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


  common poppy   -   dandelion   -  common nettle  -  wild leek  -  plantain   -  blackberry  -  daisy   -   bermudagrass    - Poa annua 
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