	AF_A05_ Gardening activities 

Unit 1


In this Unit 1 we are going to learn what kinds of actions are done in a garden, a nursery or a garden centre.
First of all, we must know what the differences between these three businesses are.
ACTIVITY 1:

In pairs, write down three characteristics that own only to one of these three businesses. After that, write down three characteristics that they all have in common. When you have finished, the whole class will put in common the groups’ conclusions.
	TO KNOW MORE
You can read the following webpage in order to help you to do this exercise: 
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Gardening businesses



1.1 Activities in a garden.

A garden is a planned space, usually outdoors, set aside for the display, cultivation, and enjoyment of plants and other forms of nature. The garden can incorporate both natural and man-made materials. (Wikipedia)
We have to consider that gardens haven’t got neither the same size nor the same form; they even have different orientations, uses or objectives.However, we will focus on the activities related to take care of a garden, without taking into account if it belongs to us or not.

The very first thing to do in a garden is to design it.

ACTIVITY 2:

See and listen to this video twice and tick the correct answer to the following questions:

1. A gardener designer is someone who

a. sets a plant out for you
b. helps you to select the plants that you want for your garden

c. makes recommendations about your plants

d. all are correct

2. To work as a gardener designer you need to study...
a. a degree

b. horticultural classes

c. something about plants

d. b and c are correct

3. What do you need to become a master gardener?

a. Your credentials

b. Credentials to be seen as an expert gardener

c. Clientele

d. To work as a gardener

4. The easiest way to become a garden designer is

a. To study on-line
b. To work as a gardener
c. To work for a garden designer

d. To study design in the University
5. What can you do in order to offer your services?
a. on-line

b. book of a gardener show

c. hand out flyers

d. all are correct

1.2 Activities in a nursery
A nursery as a business is a farm or farm products retailer who commercially grows flowering plants, shrubs, and trees as ornamental plants for floristry, landscaping, or for horticultural purposes. (Wikipedia)
Therefore, in a nursery you may grow and harvest many different plants depending on the aim of the business: flowers to sell as cut flowers, ornamental plants (from trees to shrubs), forestry species for replantation…
ACTIVITY 3:

In pairs, think about what kind of activities you must do in a nursery in order to make your plants grow healthy and beautiful.

	TO KNOW MORE

You can read the  following webpage in order to help you to do this exercise: 
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Nursery industry



As you see, if you don’t buy adult plants you have to produce your own specimens. Normally, in order to do that, you have two main systems: seeds and asexual reproduction (cuttings, stumps, production in vitro…).

ACTIVITY 4:

Watch and listen to this video twice and tick if the following statements are true (T) or false (F):

1. A hopper is usually cone shaped. T
2. To put soil in a tube the machine uses a vacuum. T
3. Elle pots are the trays where we put cuttings. F (are the little cylinders the tube is cut into)
4. A conveyor belt waters cuttings. F (takes the tray through a water tunnel) 

5. Cuttings are stuck automatically. F (it is done by hand by people in a double decker)
6. Elle puts make grow plants fastly. F (are ideal for root development, not for all the plant)
7. Stuck cuttings develop outdoors. F (in a rooting greenhouse)
8. The rolling benches are long seats with little wheels. F (are resistant worktables with wheels)

9. Roots appear in the cuttings after one week stuck. T
10. To transplant plugs to the finish container is a manual work. T
ACTIVITY 5:

Imagine that you are a nursery company owner and you are planning work for next month. Write a 50-100 words email to the person in charge of one of your nurseries telling him the works that must be done next month.
1.3 Activities in a garden centre
A garden centre is a retail operation that sells plants and related products for the domestic garden as its primary business. It is a development from the concept of the retail plant nursery but with a wider range of outdoor products and on-site facilities. It is now usual for garden centres to obtain their stock from plants which have been propagated elsewhere, such as by specialist nurseries or wholesalers. (Wikipedia)
As you see, garden centres usually provides with plants retail and other gardening products such as tools, substratum, irrigation materials, pots… Normally, garden centres buy vegetal material to wholesalers or nurseries, but they don’t produce it.
ACTIVITY 6:

This webpage belongs to a college garden centre in the United Kingdom. Find out what the following words  mean:
1. To give strength to; maintain.
Support
2. The personnel who carry out a specific enterprise. 
Staff
3. Plants used indoor.
House plants
4. A woody plant of relatively low height, having several stems arising from the base and lacking a single trunk; a bush. 
Shrub 

5. Plant of a particular season.
Seasonal plant
6. Many arcs in a roof.
Multi-span
Is this business specialized on garden centre? Why?

No, because they also have a large multi-span, heated, poly-tunnel nursery area, apart from other activities in the same college.

Click here to see a joke in a garden centre. As you suppose, this is not the correct treatment to our customers. 

ACTIVITY 7:

In pairs, prepare a possible and polite dialogue between a garden centre worker and a customer of 1 minute duration.
Technology makes our world evolve very quickly. Gardening is no aisled from technology, not only in our machines and tools, but also in plants harvesting.

ACTIVITY 8:

Look twice at this video about a new way to grow plants at home and answer to the following questions:

1. What’s this new product’s name? Aerogarden.

2. What kind of plants can you grow up? Fresh herbs, vegetables and flowers.
3. Where does the video propose to install it? In an office, on a dining table, in the kitchen window.
4. How many days will seeds take to green grow? A couple of days.
5. What must we do? To add water, fertilizer when the system indicates you to do it. 

6. How can we get it? Checking out the webpage greenlandgarden.com or visiting their store.

As you know, we know specific plants by their Latin name. Therefore, we don’t speak about a spruce, but Picea abies.However, we have to know some of the most common groups of plants. Match the first column with English names to the second column with Catalan names.

	1. Tree

2. Orchid

3. Shrub

4. Conifer
5. Rose bush

6. Bulbous
7. Fern 

8. Epiphyte 

9. Bush 

10. Cane 
11. Palm 
	3.Mata

5.Roser

11. Palmera
9.Arbust

4.Conífera

6.Bulbosa
8.Epífit

1.Arbre

7.Falguera
2.Orquídia 

10.Canya


	TO KNOW MORE

You can use this webpage to look up and listen to how this words are pronounced: 
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Free dictionary
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