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4.1 What are MDF boards?
MDF is an abbreviation for medium density fibreboard. It is a type of hardboard made from wood fibres glued under intense heat and pressure. This building material is frequently sold in 4-foot by 8-foot sheets and comes in varying thicknesses similar to plywood. MDF is a common material used in many interior building projects.
Activity:

· Look at the following pictures. Do you recognise the MDF board? Write the name of each board under its picture.
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  ______________________         ______________________        ______________________

Some additives can be mixed with the wood and the glue during the manufacturing process of the MDF to get waterproof or fireproof boards. You can recognise them due to the colour of the board, being green in the first case and red in the latter.
· Fill in this chart with the requested information:

	Image
	Definition
	Uses
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4.2 Board covering

Medium density fibreboard can be faced with wood veneer in order to imitate natural wood. Likewise, this board can be easily painted with the most suitable colour for the place where the furniture has to be put.
Activity:

· Match the colour with its name of the list:

	WHITE
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	ORANGE
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	BLUE
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	GREEN
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	YELLOW
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	PURPLE
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	BLACK
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	RED
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	GREY
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	TO KNOW MORE

If you want to know what you have to consider before painting MDF products and which is the best method to make it, visit this blog:
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Painting MDF



4.3 Working with MDF

Have you ever heard the word “kerfing”? Do you know what it means?

Watch this video about how to “kerf” MDF to build a subwoofer enclosure.
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 Video
Activity:

· Summarize the process of kerfing MDF panels and read it to your partner afterwards.

The uses of the MDF panels are multiple. There is an example in the following video, in which we can see how to build a kitchen cabinet:
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 Video
Activity:

· Talk in a group of three about the uses of the MDF in furniture and what experience you have working with this board in the workshop of the school.
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