
 

EViP 3ESO.  PLA EXPERIMENTAL DE LLENGÜES ESTRANGERES.  UD: PHOTOGRAPHY 

THE PURPOSES OF PHOTOGRAPHY  

 

 

1. Answer these questions with your classmate: 

- What are the events when you take pictures? (for example: birthdays…) 
 

 

 

- Why do the people take pictures? What are the purposes of taking pictures? 
 

 

 

2. Look at the picture on the screen and answer the question:  

What is the purpose of this picture? 

You can use these structures and vocabulary to answer. 

   TRANSLATION 

The aim 

The objective 

The purpose 

 

of this picture is 

of this photograph is 

 

to capture (informal / 
formal events...) 

 

to express ...  

to communicate...  

to convey...  

to remember  

to commemorate...  

to impact/ impress...  

to convince...  

to advertise... 

to identify... 

 

 

 

 

3. The purposes and the genres of photography.  

Read the definition; watch the pictures on the screen and answer: 

What genre do you think this picture is? 

 

GENRE:  a category of art and culture based on some set of stylistic criteria that change over 

time. 



 

4. Match these purposes with a suitable photographic genre. 

to express visual emotions 

to remember the physical appearance of somebody 

to inform about news 

to report about an event 

to describe a place 

to advertise a product 

to experiment new visual effects and techniques 

to describe the personality of somebody 

to show the status of somebody 

 

 

 

PORTRAIT 

LANDSCAPE 

DOCUMENTARY 

COMERCIAL 

ARTISTIC 

 

5. The portrait genre. 

Homework:  

 Go to Pierre Gonnord’s portraits website and take note of Pierre Gonnord’s biography and 
the main features of his work. 

 Choose one photograph you specially like and explain why you like it. 

Let’s talk about the photographs you have chosen: 

Discuss by pairs: When you look at this person, what do you see? 

Happy   unhappy 

Friendly unfriendly 

Proud humble, modest 

Educated uneducated 

Confident insecure 

Serious easy going 

Violent peaceful 

Polite impolite 

Dominant subservient 

Rich poor 

Trustworthy untrustworthy 

Threatening approachable 

 

Report to the class using these words: 

We think that this person looks more …………….... than ………………. 



 

6. Let’s do some portraits! 

a. self-portrait with our camera,  
o take your self-portrait in front of a mirror 
o use the automatic position of the camera 
o hold the camera with your arm and take your self-portrait 

 
b. expressive portraits 

o try to express an idea, an emotion 
 

c. family portraits 
o take some portraits of a member of your family (parents, grandparents…) 

 
o RULES: 

 
1. Ask your (mother) to think about a special word or concept. 
2. Write the word down in a peace of paper (half DIN A4) 
3. Take the portraits asking your (mother) to hold and show her word 

Remember: 

 Frame your shot so the subject takes up most of the picture 
 Be careful with the background and the light 
 Take different compositions 
 Take pictures in black and white 
 Focus the subject 
 Make your subject feel relaxed  
 Take your time and take a lot of shots 
 Choose the good ones 

Hand the last activity in following these rules: 

- Print the 5 portraits you like the most.  
- Print the best one in HQ in a peace of paper/ colour card. 
- Print the other four portraits in two normal peaces of paper (two portraits per paper). 
- Hand the portraits in a folder. 
- Don’t forget to write down your name. 

 

 

 

 

 


